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The Fairfield Area School Board met on Monday evening, October 21, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. in the district boardroom with these members in attendance: Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, presiding; Mr. Mike McDonald, Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mrs. Amy Randt, and Mr. Christopher Roan.  Mrs. Agatha Foscato was absent. 

Also present were Mr. William Chain, Superintendent; Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager and Board Recording Secretary; Ms. Karen Kugler, Coordinator of Curriculum and Special Programs; and Mr. Brian McDowell, HS Principal. 

Minutes Approved

The Board unanimously approved the minutes of the September 23, 2013 meeting on a motion made by Mr. Mark Greathouse and seconded by Mr. Bruce Lefeber. 

Presentations:



Ms. Ann O’Connor, Elementary Librarian, spoke about our summer reading challenge.  Fairfield students were part of the “Read for the World Record” program and read for a combined 216,000 minutes.  Six of the top ten students were present at the meeting, introduced, recognized and presented with medals for their accomplishments.  Ms. O’Connor thanked the Administration, teachers, especially Ms. Skidmore and Ms. Sturgis, and parents for their support.  
Pub
Public Comment:  


Ms. Jane Clements, parent of elementary and high school students and a library volunteer for five years expressed how our librarian encourages students to read and that the kindles have been well received by the students.  She was delighted with our program. 


Ms. Stacey Whitmore questioned our Board and Administrators regarding the need for more academically based extracurricular activities.  She mentioned the Science Club as an example.  
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Consent Agenda:

Mr. Greathouse requested that items F and P be removed from the Consent Agenda for further discussion.  The remaining items on the Consent Agenda were approved on a motion made by Mr. Mark Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Marcy Van Metre.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mr. Mike McDonald, Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Christopher Roan, and Mrs. Amy Randt cast assenting votes. The items approved with this action are as follows:

Budget

A.
Approved the general fund bill list in the amount of $278,120.12.



B.
Approved the food service fund bill list in the amount of $37,796.33.



C.
Approved the journal entries and budget adjustments as presented.



D.
Approved the addition of Ms. Hollie Rodriguez to the 2013-2014 bus driver list effective October 6, 2013.  Mrs. Herring is the contractor.



E.
Approved the addition of Ms. Kelly Taylor and Ms. Krista Bobo to the 2013-2014 bus driver list.  School Express, Inc. is the contractor. 


G.
Approved the attached revised transportation contracts for fiscal years ending June 30, 2014 and 2015.

 



Background: The primary transportation contract between the district and James F. Herring requires revision due to the death of Mr. Herring and his family's pursuant decision to split the bus portion of the contract from the van portion.  Nancy M. Herring will continue to provide van transportation for the district with no change to the previous contract language regarding vans.  Kyle Flook will now provide the bus portion of the transportation, which was previously provided by Herring, under a contract with the district in his company name. There is no change in this contract from the original bus portion previously approved by the board. As per Brooke E. D. Say, Solicitor, we are not required to bid this service and our contract does allow us to work this out with a successor in interest such as Kyle Flook who, while previously a driver and trainer, is now purchasing this portion of the business. 
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Personnel

H.
Accepted the resignation of Mr. John Ridge as a high school assistant varsity baseball coach effective immediately.



I.
Granted permission for the administration to advertise and recommend for hire a high school assistant varsity baseball coach effective for the 2013-2014 school year.



J.
Approved the removal of Ms. Kristy Caywood and Mr. Zach Ramsey from the Professional Substitute List.


K.
Approved the addition of Mr. Christopher Haun, Bus-Computer-Info Tech K-12, to the Professional Substitute List K-12.



L.
Approved a request from Ms. Heidi Reinecker, elementary music teacher, for childbearing leave beginning February 4, 2014 unless it is necessary to leave before this date.  Ms. Reinecker plans to return on or about March 18, 2013.  


M.
Approved a supplemental contract for Ms. Cathy Mentzer as the high school assistant drama director for the 2013-2014 school year with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement. ($1,427)

N.
Approved a supplemental contract for Mr. James Groves as the HS Varsity Girls’ Basketball coach for the 2013-2014 school year with salary per the Collective Bargaining Agreement. ($3,045)


O.
Approved Ms. Leann Hazlett as the long-term substitute middle/high school math teacher effective September 23, 2013 through March 23, 2014, during Ms. Gallagher’s sabbatical.



Background:  As a long-term substitute teacher, Ms. Hazlett, will be  paid the same as a first year teacher’s salary, prorated, including all the benefits under the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

Policies

Q.
Approved the revisions to Policy 3225, Child / Student Abuse, on a second reading.
After a brief discussion regarding the legal need to close the Science Club, which has been inactive since 2009, and concerns by Board members to segregate the money and make every effort to reinstate this club or a similar club with academic emphasis, the motion for Consent Agenda Item F. as presented was amended and approved on a 
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motion by Mr. Greathouse and seconded by Mr. Lefeber.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mr. Mike McDonald, Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Christopher Roan, and Mrs. Amy Randt cast assenting votes. 



F.
Approved a request to close a student activity fund under the name “Science Club” that has been inactive since 2009, move the dollars temporarily to the Student Council account to satisfy legal requirements and make every effort to reinstate.   

After a brief discussion during which Mr. Greathouse requested that the word “classes” be replaced with the word “grades” for clarification, Item P was approved on a motion made by Mr. Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Melissa Cavey.  A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mr. Mike McDonald, Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, Mrs. Marcy Van Metre, Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Christopher Roan, and Mrs. Amy Randt cast assenting votes. 



P.
Approved the revisions, as amended, to Policy 1480, Student Representatives, on a second reading.

Other Action Items:
A. Approved the recommendation of the Board hearing members’ and the written Adjudication regarding the student discipline hearing held at 2:00 p.m. on October 1, 2013, are hereby adopted. (2013-14-A)

On a motion made by Mr. Greathouse and seconded by Mrs. Cavey, the student discipline action was approved. A roll call vote was taken and Mrs. Pamela Mikesell, Mr. Mike McDonald, Mr. Mark Greathouse, Mrs. Melissa Cavey, and Mrs. Marcy Van Metre cast assenting votes.  Mr. Bruce Lefeber, Mr. Christopher Roan, and Mrs. Amy Randt abstained. 
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Other Discussion Items:
A. District Comprehensive Plan Presentation – 


The District Mission Statement is “Students First.”  Copies of the plan have been given to board members. The District will place the Comprehensive Plan on display and make final adjustments before submitting to PDE on November 30, 2013.
B.
Robert C. Hoffman Charitable Endowment Trust – 

Fairfield Area School District thanked the Robert C. Hoffman Charitable Endowment Trust for the grant award of $16,500 to purchase mobile radios for our buses.  These radios will allow us to communicate with our buses safely and comprehensively.  Currently we are not able to communicate with our bus drivers throughout most of our district via cell phone due to the service constraints and ironically it is illegal for a driver to utilize a cell phone when driving.  

B. Student Safety and Drugs -  
A discussion was held regarding the drug concerns and the apparent growth of the problem in areas surrounding the district and within the district.  How do we assess usage in our schools and what type of programs do we need?  Mr. McDowell explained the PAYS Survey which allows us to assess alcohol, drug, and tobacco use among students as well as mental health issues.  We have a Student Assistance Program and a Strengthening Families Program as well as a part-time counselor.  Some of our curriculum in our Health Classes deals with these tough topics.  Mr. Lonnie Whitcomb, parent, also expressed concern that bullying in our schools can be an equally important problem.   

D.
“Celebrate My Drive” -



Mr. Chain reminded everyone to vote on the website to put us in the running for a grant from State Farm. 
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Adjournment



On a motion made by Mr. Mark Greathouse, seconded by Mrs. Melissa Cavey and unanimously approved by the Board, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.  

Respectfully Submitted:


Mrs. Pamela Mikesell


Ms. Caroline Dean, Business Manager



Board President



Board Recording Secretary
